Otero Mesa Oil and Gas Development

WILDLIFE Threatens Critical Groundwater Supply

FEDERATION

""The bottom line message for the average person and also for the states and federal government is that they'd better
start planning for a Southwest region in which the water resources are increasingly stretched."

-Richard Seager, lead author of a study included in the recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report, Columbia University's Lamont Doherty Earth Observatory!

A critical source of groundwater, the Salt Basin Aquifer is located beneath New Mexico's Otero Mesa and extends south into El Paso
and Hudspeth Counties in Texas. Even though the Southwest U.S. is expected to become even hotter and drier from global warming
according to a recently released Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report, the Salt Basin Aquifer continues to be
under threat by proposed oil and gas development in federal Bureau of Land Management Lands in Otero Mesa.

o According to the 2003 State Water Plan for New Mexico, the Otero Mesa J “Portions of aquifers located in the Planning Area [for oil and gas
region contains 15 million acre-feet of potable water and over 30 million development] are considered highly vulnerable to contamination,”
acre-fee of total recoverable water.2 according to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and “due to the

water scarcity the potential for contamination is of concern.”4

J A 2005 comprehensive study by Sandia National Laboratories has
determined that the Otero Mesa region could provide enough freshwater . The BLM identifies that the groundwater beneath Otero Mesa could be
for 1 million people over 40 years.3 potentially contaminated during the processes of drilling, waste

management activities, and reinjection of produced water from fluid
minerals development.4

Under the BLM's plan for oil and gas development in the Otero Mesa region 141 exploratory wells resulting in 84 producing wells could be
drilled.”> While the BLM has provided stipulations for No Surface Disturbance or Controlled Surface Use for a portion of this area, groundwater
will still be at risk for contamination by carcinogenic petrochemicals and salt water from drilling. With only an estimated 13 billion cubic feet of
natural gas6 available from Otero Mesa compared to the 1,592 billion cubic feet of natural gas New Mexico produced in 2005, is it worth the
potential contamination of such a vital water resource?

Solution: A 3 year joint federal and state study of the Salt Basin Aquifer is
needed to determine its quantity, quality, and its vulnerability to contamination.
A federal moratorium on oil and gas leasing and development on federal Bureau of
Land Management lands is needed to ensure that we adequately assess this water
resource and determine how it should be managed, developed and protected.



Call or write your Senators and Representatives and tell
them to halt oil and gas leasing in Otero Mesa until a 3
vear groundwater study is completed!

Representative Silvestre Reyes
310 N Mesa St Ste 400
El Paso, TX 799011301
Phone: 915-534-4400 Fax: 915-534-7426

Representative Ciro Rodriguez
1950 SW Military Dr

San Antonio, TX 78221

Phone: 210-922-1874 Fax: 210-923-8447

Representative Stevan Pearce
1717 W 2nd St Ste 100

Roswell, NM 88201-2029

Phone: 505-622-0055 Fax: 505-625-9608

400 N Telshor Blvd Ste E
Las Cruces, NM 88011-8214
Phone: 505-522-2219 Fax: 505-522-3099

111 School of Mines Rd
Socorro, NM 87801-4533
Phone: 505-838-7516 Fax: 505-838-4027

1923 N Dal Paso St
Hobbs, NM 88240-3023
Phone: 505-392-8325 Fax: 505-433-8325

Representative Tom Udall

PO Box 926

Luna Community College

Las Vegas, NM 87701-0926

Phone: 505-454-4080 Fax: 505-454-4078

800 Municipal Dr

Famington City Hall

Farmington, NM 87401-2663

Phone: 505-324-1005 Fax: 505-324-1026

3900 Southern Blvd SE Ste 105A

Rio Rancho City Hall

Rio Rancho, NM 87124-2063

Phone: 505-994-0499 Fax: 505-994-0550

811 Saint Michaels Dr Ste 104
Santa Fe, NM 87505-7640
Phone: 505-984-8950 Fax: 505-986-5047

PO Box 868

Clovis-Carver Public Library

Clovis, NM 88102-0868

Phone: 505-763-7616 Fax: 505-763-7642

110 W Aztec Ave
Gallup, NM 87301-6202
Phone: 505-863-0582 Fax: 505-863-0678

Senator Jeff Bingaman

105 W 3rd St Ste 409

Roswell, NM 88201-4774

Phone: 505-622-7113 Fax: 505-622-3538

119 E Marcy St Ste 101
Santa Fe, NM 87501-2092
Phone: 505-988-6647 Fax: 505-988-6896

505 S Main St Ste 148

Loretto Towne Center

Las Cruces, NM 88001-1200

Phone: 505-523-6561 Fax: 505-523-6584

625 Silver Ave SW Ste 130
Albuquerque, NM 87102-3185
Phone: 505-346-6601 Fax: 505-346-6780

118 Bridge St Ste 3

PO Box 1977

Las Vegas, NM 87701-3478

Phone: 505-454-8824 Fax: 505-454-8959

Senator Pete V. Domenici

120 S Federal PI Ste 302

Santa Fe, NM 87501-1966

Phone: 505-988-6511 Fax: 505-988-6514

201 3rd St NW Ste 710

Albuquerque Plaza

Albugquerque, NM 87102-4380

Phone: 505-346-6791 Fax: 505-346-6720

505 S Main St Ste 118

Loretto Towne Center

Las Cruces, NM 88001-1209

Phone: 505-526-5475 Fax: 505-523-6589

140 Federal Building

500 N Richardson Ave Ste 140

Roswell, NM 88201-4762

Phone: 505-623-6170 Fax: 505-625-2547

Representative Heather Wilson
20 First Plaza Ctr NW Ste 603
Albuguerque, NM 87102-5803
Phone: 505-346-6781 Fax: 505-346-6723
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Contact: Denise Ryan, National Wildlife Federation, 202-797-6864, ryand@nwf.org
Oscar Simpson, National Wildlife Federation, 505-917-2134, simpsono@nwf.org




